Stem cell research: elephants in the room.
The degree to which these elephants are disruptive to the steady advancement of the adult stem cell field will become clear with time. In some ways they enliven the discourse, but in many ways they interfere with efficient progress. Naming these elephants is a first step toward dealing with them. If we remain aware of these issues when evaluating new research, we are less likely to make careless mistakes, and we are more likely to be able to hold scientists, politicians, journalists, and entrepreneurs accountable for their practices. Although all adult stem cell researchers will spend time profitably riding some of these elephants, we will all inevitably spend more time cleaning up after them. Perhaps open, careful, and unbiased discussions of these elephants will help the cleanup work be less odious and completed sooner, rather than later.